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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-17 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-17 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)E| All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.^ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Art Unit: 1797 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claims 12-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Claims 12-17 specify an "arrangement." It is 
unclear which statutory class of invention Applicant intends to claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102/103 

Claims 1-17 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Ingelman (US 2004/0069721). 

Official Notice is taken of the fact that pressurized disc filters are often used 
during the production of white liquor to separate lime mud from the white liquor. 

Ingelman is seen to meet the limitations of the claims. Valves 26a and 26b are 
seen to meet the limitation of air admission. 
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Prior Art 



The following teachings are noted: 
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[57] ABSTRACT 
A filter for contirtuoHS filtration of a liquid includes 
conventionally a vessel having a center shaft orj which 
is arranged at least one rotating filter element defining 
an inner space for liquid obtained at filtration. Further 
there is pro vided a washing device for washing of mate- 
ria] deposited on the filter element, a connection be- 
tween said inner space and: outlet means from said vessel 
and a separator connected to said outlet and adapted for 
separating filtrate and gas. Means is provided outside 
said vessel for generating an overpressure in the gas 
space of the vessel and 8 lower pressure in the interior 
of the filter eiemettt at least corresponding to the evapo- 
rating temperature of the filtrated liquid for evaporation 
of the liquid in the separator. The separator is provided 
with a cooling device for cooling the separated gas and 
an outlet for condensate obtained at cooling. 

8 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets 

,31 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to /Robert James 
Popovics/ at telephone number (571 ) 272-1 1 64. 
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Primary Examiner 
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